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to Henri III., and the latter's response show that neither of them was for a single instant the dupe of this female Tiberius.
Meanwhile, as we have seen, the Queen's unfortunate servants were held in captivity, and the disfigured body remained in the great hall, awaiting royal burial. Matters were left at that point, as Elizabeth said, to give her time to prepare a grand funeral for her " good sister Mary," but the real reason was that she did not dare to have the public, royal burial follow so close upon the secret, infamous death. Furthermore, was it tifet essential that such reports as it pleased Elizabeth to put in circulation should have time to gain credence before the real truth should become known from the lips of Mary's retainers ? for the Queen hoped that when this slothful world had once formed an opinion as to the death of the Queen of Scotland, it would not go to the trouble of changing it. It was not until the keepers were as weary as the prisoners, that Elizabeth, having received a report to the effect that the poorly embalmed body could be kept no longer, at last issued orders that the obsequies should take place.
On the first day of August tailors and dressmakers arrived at Fotheringay Castle, sent by Elizabeth, with black cloth and black silk, to provide all Mary's servants with mourning. But they declined, for, as they did not anticipate such generosity on the part of the Queen of England, they had provided their own mourning at their own expense immediately upon their mistress' death. The tailors and dressmakers set to work none the less, and to such good purpose that everything was completed on the seventh.
On the following evening, about eight o'clock, a large vehicle covered with black velvet, and drawn by four